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About the Ohio Japan Bowl 
 

The Ohio Japan Bowl is being organized by the Japan-America Society of Central Ohio in cooperation with the 

Japan-America Society of Washington DC, and the Ohio Association of Teachers of Japanese.  

 

 

 

About the Japan Bowl 
The Japan Bowl® is a Japanese language competition created by the Japan-America Society of Washington DC 

in 1992. The Japan Bowl tests the achievements of Japanese learners throughout the US and other countries. 

The Japan Bowl in the United States focuses on high school students. 

 

What makes the Japan Bowl unique is that it goes beyond language and asks students about their knowledge 

of Japanese culture, society, daily life, history, geography, and current events. Participants compete as 

members of 3-person teams, based on how many years they have studied Japanese. 

 

The Japan Bowl is not an exam; it uses a “quiz bowl” format. Students hear – and don’t read — the questions. 

They are given a timeframe, usually 30 seconds, within which to respond. The questions are asked in both 

Japanese and English and answered in a variety of ways. 
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The Japan Bowl was first held as a local competition for high schools in the Washington DC area. Within a few 

years, high schools from other parts of the nation joined the competition in Washington, and it became the 

“National Japan Bowl.” In addition to the National Japan Bowl in Washington DC, there are Japan quiz bowl 

competitions throughout the United States. Beyond the Ohio Japan Bowl, there are also official Japan Bowl 

competitions in Illinois, Wisconsin, Utah, and California. 

 

The Japan Bowl seeks to motivate students to higher levels of academic achievement. It strives to impart the 

kind of real-world communications skills and cultural knowledge that will help students in their high school 

years and beyond. Most Japan Bowl participants say they plan to continue to study Japanese during their 

college years, and almost all hope to study abroad in Japan. 

 

Japan Bowl participants say they hope to have a “Japan connection” in their adult lives, whether in business, 

academia, the arts, or public service. No matter which profession they choose, the knowledge and skills they 

acquired as Japan Bowl competitors will help them become future leaders in the US relationship with Japan. 

 

For more information, visit http://www.japanbowl.org. 

 

  

http://www.japanbowl.org/
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Ohio Japan Bowl Information 
 

DATE & TIME Saturday, March 6, 2021, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM  
 

LOCATION Zoom 
 

DEADLINE Applications must be received by the JASCO office by Friday, February 12, 2021.   
*Late applications will not be considered. 
 

APPLICATION 
MATERIALS 

Please submit a scanned copy of the completed Application packet to jasco@jas-co.org. 
One application packet must be submitted per team per level. 

 
About the Application Packet 
The application packet must include the following items, available in a separate document:  

1. The Team Application, which must be signed by the students’ Japanese teacher or advisor 

2. Student Application Forms, one for each student on the team, with each form signed by the student 

and his/her parent or legal guardian 

 
Substitution of Students after Team Application 
After teams have been notified of their acceptance and registration, substitutions will be permitted only if a 

student becomes ill or there is some other valid reason and must be communicated with JASCO prior to March 

6. All substitutes must meet the same eligibility requirements, with the Student Application Forms being 

submitted to JASCO for review.  

 
  

mailto:jasco@jas-co.org
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Participation in the Ohio Japan Bowl 
Participation Levels  
The 2021 Ohio Japan Bowl is open to full-time students currently enrolled in second- and third-level Japanese 

language classes in a high school in Ohio, and will feature two levels of competition: 

• Level II, for students enrolled in Japanese 2 or an equivalent class 

• Level III, for students enrolled in Japanese 3 or an equivalent class 

Please note that the participation level is based on the Japanese language course level, and not the 

student’s school level. For example, a high school junior who began Japanese language study in junior high 

school might be studying at a level IV equivalent (such as Japanese 4 or AP Japanese) and therefore would 

NOT be eligible to participate in Level III of the Ohio Japan Bowl. However, a sophomore or senior enrolled in 

third year high-school level Japanese language study are eligible to participate in the Ohio Japan Bowl at Level 

III.  

 

Eligibility Guidelines 

 
You are eligible to participate in the Ohio Japan Bowl if ALL of your answers are in the blue field (left side of 
the answer columns). If you selected any answer(s) in the red field (right side of the answer columns), you are 
not eligible to participate in the Ohio Japan Bowl. 
 
If you have any questions about your eligibility, please contact JASCO at jasco@jas-co.org.  
 

Team Formation Guidelines 
A. All team members must be studying Japanese at the same level at the same high school. 

a. Students do not need to be in the same class.  

B. A team must consist of two or three students. One student is not a team. We strongly encourage 

schools to form a team of three students instead of two. 

C. There is no limit to the number of teams that may be sent by one school.  

a. However, a student cannot be a member of more than one team. 

I am a student at the same high school as the other members of my team. □ Yes □ No 
I am currently enrolled in a second- or third-year high school-level Japanese language 
course. 

□ Yes □ No 

I grew up in a household where I used Japanese regularly with at least one of its members. □ No □ Yes 
I have attended a Japanese language school (補習校/⽇本語学校) at junior-high (中学) 
level or higher for more than 1 school year. 

□ No □ Yes 

I will have access to the internet to support my participation in the 2021 Ohio Japan Bowl 
via Zoom, using both audio and video, on Saturday, March 6, 2021. 

□ Yes □ No 

mailto:jasco@jas-co.org
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Ohio Japan Bowl Honesty Pledge 
JASCO is committed to ensuring that the 2021 Ohio Japan Bowl is a fair competition where students can 
showcase their hard work and knowledge of Japan and the Japanese language. Due to continued global health 
concerns, the 2021 Ohio Japan Bowl will be held in a digital format.  This year, as every year, students, 
observers, instructors, and all other participants are required to abide by the rules and regulations set out by 
JASCO in order to protect the quality and integrity of the competition.   
 
In light of the new digital format, all participants will be required to sign and adhere to the word and spirit of 
an honesty pledge as part of their application in order to compete. 
 
By affixing your signature to the document, you affirm that you will: 

• Adhere to all rules and guidelines as laid out in this Ohio Japan Bowl Handbook document made 
available to all participants. 

• Only confer with the registered members of your three-person team within your school and 
competition level, and avoid all inappropriate collaboration with other students, instructors, observers, 
or other individuals for the duration of the testing period. 

• Refrain from the use of any aids including but not limited to textbooks, study guides, handwritten 
notes, online resources, cell phones (except during the Finals Round when explicitly allowed to by the 
judges), or any other form of assistance. 

• Follow the directions of Ohio Japan Bowl judges and proctors as pertains to the competition and direct 
any questions or concerns to Ohio Japan Bowl judges, proctors, or JASCO staff as appropriate. 

• Not use any device, program, or app to copy, screenshot, record, or film any part of the preliminary 
round competition. 

• Trust that your fellow competitors are adhering to the same code of ethics and honesty. 
• Report to Ohio Japan Bowl and JASCO staff immediately any violation of these rules of which you 

become aware. 
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 Ohio Japan Bowl Competition Guide 
The 2021 Ohio Japan Bowl will be held digitally via Zoom on Saturday, March 6, 2021, 10 AM – 3 PM.  
 
Competition Format 
Technical Requirements 

- Computer with audio/video capabilities, Japanese language input capability, and internet access 
- Cellphone for the championship round 

 
Zoom Meeting Rooms 
The Ohio Japan Bowl will take place via Zoom. Meeting links will be shared with all students and their teachers 
prior to the competition on March 6. 
 
There will be 2 different meeting rooms used over the course of the competition – one for the preliminary 
rounds, and one for the Final Rounds 
 
Competition Schedule 
10 AM – 12 PM – Preliminary Rounds, Review, and Finals Teams Announcement 
12 PM – 1 PM – Lunch Break 
1 PM – 2 PM – Level II Final Round 
2 PM – 3 PM – Level III Final Round 
 
About the Preliminary and Final Rounds 
At the Ohio Japan Bowl, there will be 1 Preliminary Round and 1 Final Round for each level.  

Preliminary Round 
Following an initial greeting in the main competition room, teams will be separated into individual breakout 
rooms, one breakout room per team. Both the Level II and Level III preliminary rounds will occur 
simultaneously in different breakout rooms. 
 
Required Devices 
Each participant needs a laptop with the following capabilities: 

- Working camera 
- Working microphone 
- Japanese input capability 

 
Team Members’ Table Set-up:  

- Each participant will sit at a table with a computer/laptop and webcam and log into the Zoom 
meetings.  

o Note: Participants must be able to connect to the Zoom meetings with a working camera and 
microphone in order to compete. If you do not have a computer with a webcam, you may use a 
cellphone to log into Zoom.  

- If you are using a phone to log into Zoom, we recommend using a laptop or tablet to input answers 
into the Google Form. This will allow you to view the PowerPoint on one screen and the Google Form 
on the other.  

- Webcam must be positioned so that your full face is visible.  
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- Blank scratch paper/pens are allowed on each participants’ table in addition to your laptop. No other 
items are allowed on the table.  

- Cellphones are not permitted to be within reach unless they are being used as a camera to log into the 
Zoom meeting.  

 
Observers 
The Preliminary Round will be closed to the general public. Teachers will be permitted to enter into the 
breakout room of their sponsored teams but may not be permitted to engage with the students while they are 
answering the questions. 
 
Electronic devices/recordings 
The Ohio Japan Bowl follows the SAT rules regarding electronic devices. All devices, including watches, that 
are capable of recording, photographing, or transmitting must be turned off and put away. This rule applies to 
everyone in the competition room – students, teachers, and guests. Recording of the preliminary round is 
strictly prohibited and may result in disqualification. 
 
Preliminary Round Format and Questions 
JASCO monitors will guide each team in their individual breakout rooms through the Preliminary Round, 
playing the presentation with the questions, providing the links for the answer sheets, and being the team’s 
point of contact if any technical difficulties arise. 
 
Teams will be presented with fifty questions via a screen-shared presentation, with questions read by English- 
and Japanese-speaking moderators. The questions cover both language and non-language topics. They are 
asked and answered in a variety of ways. The questions also vary in difficulty. 
 
As team will be isolated in their individual breakout rooms, they will be allowed to discuss the answers out 
loud. However, they will only have 1 minute before the presentation will proceed to the next question.  
 
Answers will be submitted via a Google Document to be shared with the team members by JASCO. All team 
members will be able to type directly into the Google document and to see what their teammates are typing. 
While it is recommended that one teammate be designated to type all answers (so that teammates don’t type 
over each other), it is not required.  
 
Preliminary Round Grading 
Once the students have answered all the questions, the answer form must be submitted immediately. 
Students will then exit the breakout room and enter the main meeting room. While grading is occurring, a 
special review session will be conducted for each session in new breakout rooms. The correct answers will be 
given during this Review session so as to reinforce the learning experience of the Ohio Japan Bowl.  
 
Students and teachers may talk about the questions with other studying Japanese at their school. But under 
no circumstances should anyone – student or teacher – make any of the questions or answers known to the 
public via any kind of electronic communications network. If that happens, that team’s score may be 
invalidated, and any awards or recognition given to that team may be forfeited. 
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Announcing the Finalists 
Following the Review Session, an Ohio Japan Bowl staff member will announce the names of the three teams 
at each level that will compete in the Finals Round.  If a team qualifying for the Finals Round is not present at 
the time of the announcement, the next runner-up team will replace the missing team. 
 
Finalist Selection 
The top three-scoring teams from each level will advance to compete in the Finals Rounds. Preliminary Round 
scores do not carry over to the Finals Round. Final results are determined solely by the team score in the Finals 
Round. 
 
Finals Round 
The Finals Round will take place subsequently in a single Zoom, with the Level II finals followed by the Level III 
 
Following initial greetings, the JASCO room host will move all participants and observers into breakout rooms 
except for the finalists for Level II. Once the Level II finals round is over the Level II finalists will be placed in a 
breakout room and the Level III finalists will be brought into the main room.  
 
Finals Round Setup 
The Finals Round will feature two types of questions: Individual Questions and Toss-Up Questions. No team 
questions will be asked. Proctors will read the directions for the round as well as ask questions. Students 
should say their answer out loud when prompted to do so. They will not be required to type in any answers.  
 
Finals Round Required Devices & App 

- Each participant needs a laptop with the following capabilities: 
o Working camera 
o Working microphone 

- Each participant needs a cell phone, which will be used for the Toss-up Round.  
 
Finals Round Room Setup 

- Each participant will sit at a table with a cellphone, which will be used for the Toss-up Round. Your 
cellphone should be turned off and face-down on the table except during the toss-up round. There 
should be nothing else on your table. 

- Microphones should remain unmuted throughout the duration of the round. Teams are NOT allowed 
to collaborate during toss-up rounds. 

- The toss-up round will use the online buzzer website http://buzzin.live. Finalists will be given the code 
to log into Buzzin. Your nickname when logging in with your buzzer should match your Zoom display 
name. 

- Cellphones may only be on while using the Buzzin Live app during the second round of the Finals 
Round. Throughout the rest of the round your phone should be off and face down on the desk. 

- The Finals Rounds will be available for live viewing by the general public via a livestream on the 
YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2Pz5YNmHVMf_BEPVbjIsOw). The link will 
be published via the JASCO mailing list and social media channels during the lunch break.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2Pz5YNmHVMf_BEPVbjIsOw
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Finals Questions 
Individual Questions  
Each student will be assigned a number using a random number generator. Students will be called on to 
answer in numerical order.  
 
Questions will be shared via a shared presentation.  
 
During this round of the competition, conferring with other team members or with teachers is strictly 
prohibited. If teams confer during a round, they will not receive the points for the answer.  

 

Toss-Up Questions 
Toss-Up Questions will be answered in a “live” quiz show format using an online buzzer system.  

Toss-Up Questions Setup 
- At the start of the round, sign in to http://buzzin.live. The proctor will give finalists the log-in code. 

Your buzzin login nickname should match your Zoom display name. 
- There will be a test round at the beginning to ensure that each person’s buzzer works. 
- Your phone should display a large green “buzz” button. DO NOT touch the back button on your smart 

phone or leave the browser. If you do, you will be removed from the session. 
- When the buzz button is pushed, it will turn red and make a buzzing noise. You can only press this 

button once. The buzz must be cleared by the proctor before you can buzz in for another question. 
- Make sure your sound box is checked so that the buzzer can be heard. 
- If your phone screen locks or the display turns off it will kick you from the game: please set your display 

time on your phone to as long as possible to prevent this from happening. 
 
Answering Toss-Up Questions 

- You will say your answers out loud. Keep your microphone one throughout the duration of the finals 
round.  

- Conferring with other team members or teachers is strictly prohibited. If teams confer during a round, 
they will not receive the points for the answer. 

- Only one student per team may answer a toss-up question. A student must ring the buzzer to signal, 
and only that student may answer. 

- A student must wait to be called on before answering. The proctor can see the order in which students 
ring in and will call on the first student who signaled. Answers given prior to being called on will not be 
accepted. 

- Proctors will say the school name and participant name who rang in first. If they are incorrect, the 
proctor will call out the school name and student name of the next person to ring in. 

- If a student buzzes in before the proctor finishes reading the question, the proctor will stop reading. 
The remainder of the question will not be read. 

- If there is a discrepancy between the answer icon on the screen and how the proctor says the answer 
should be given, the judges will accept a correct answer in either format.  

- If a team member gives an incomplete or partial answer, the judges will say that it is “not correct.” 
They will not say that it is “incomplete,” as that would give a hint to the other teams.  

- The proctor will read a toss-up question only once.  
o If no team “buzzes in” after a toss-up question is read, the proctor will encourage teams to 

“buzz in,” but will not read the question again.  
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o If two teams answer incorrectly, the proctor will ask if the third team wants to answer. The 
proctor will not re-read the question.  

o However, if a team buzzes in early, before the question is read in its entirety, and if the team 
answers incorrectly, the proctor will then read the entire question.  

o If no team answers correctly, or if no team buzzes in, the proctor will give the answer and move 
on to the next question.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awards 
Level II 

First Place Each member of the first-place Level II team will receive a $100 gift certificate to the Japan 
Marketplace in Columbus, OH.  
 
In addition, JASCO will sponsor the Level II winning team’s participation in the 29th National 
Japan Bowl, to be held online on April 8-9, 2021.  

Second Place Each member of the second-place Level II team will receive a $50 gift certificate to the Japan 
Marketplace in Columbus, OH. 

Third Place Members of the third-place Level II team will each receive a special trophy. 

 
Level III 

First Place Each member of the first-place Level III team will receive a $100 gift certificate to the Japan 
Marketplace in Columbus, OH. 
 
In addition, JASCO will sponsor the Level III winning team’s participation in the 29th National 
Japan Bowl, to be held online on April 8-9, 2021. 

Second Place Each member of the second-place Level III team will receive a $50 gift certificate to the 
Japan Marketplace in Columbus, OH. 

Third Place Members of the third-place Level III team will each receive a special trophy. 

 
For more information about the National Japan Bowl, please visit 
https://japanamericasocietyofwashingtoninc.wildapricot.org/29th-National-Japan-Bowl/.  
 

Contact 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact JASCO at jasco@jas-co.org. 

https://japanamericasocietyofwashingtoninc.wildapricot.org/29th-National-Japan-Bowl/
mailto:jasco@jas-co.org

